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further claims on government assistance.” Three ordained men came to Australia,
two of whom, (Eipper and Schreiner) had, like Giinther, been trained at Basle. The
third, Schmidt, was a minister of the Prussian State Church and had been trained at
the Universities of Halle and Berlin.” Schreiner died soon after arriving in Sydney,
and Eipper and Schmidt proceeded to Moreton Bay with ten missionary assistants
who had accompanied them from Germany. These assistants were artisans and
mechanics who had received some training at the Institution for the Education of
Missionaries in Berlin.”* Some of the men were accompanied by their wives and
children. This large group set up their mission on land allotted to them at Noonga
Creek (now known asNundah), which they renamed Brook Kedron. They called the
mission Zion Hill.” The missionaries were too busy building homes and producing
sufficient food for themselves to have either time or food to spare for the Aborigines.
Although Eipper claimed that they rewarded workers with food, Handt reported
that so much was stolen from the mission gardens that the Commandant senta party
of soldiers to frighten and disperse the Aborigines.”®

Another difficulty for the Lutherans was their dependence on private
subscriptions. In 1838 they received £310.19.2d, but in the depression of 1841 only
£93.0.2d.”7 Though matched from Colonial funds this sum was obviously quite
inadequate.

They taught Aboriginal children in English because they did not have time to
acquire the native language. Before long it became apparent that no conversions
were likely to result from the mission. In his Annual Report for 1846, S. Simpson,
Commissioner for Crown Lands, claimed that ‘absolutely nothing hasbeen done’ to
improve the moral condition of the Aborigines, and that the missionaries were in
disharmony among themselves.” When the mission closed down most of the lay
missionaries remained in the area.

A second missionin the Moreton Bay districtalso used non-English missionaries.
The Roman Catholic Mission on Stradbroke Island was run by three Italians and a
Swiss, all Passionist Fathers. They came to Australia with Archbishop Polding when
he returned from a European visit in 1843. The leader of the mission was Father
Raymond Vaccari, a man with a high reputation as a spiritual leader but a low one
as a manager of people.” He was accompanied by Father Maurice Lencioni, a ‘big,
burly, easygoing Italian’, with ‘absolutely no talent for languages’, Father Luigi
Pesciaroli, a deeply religious man who found the vicissitudes of missionary life very
disturbing, and Father Joseph Snell who had been brought up in Switzerland and
was an adult convert from French Protestantism.? Polding had selected Stradbroke
Island because it appeared barren, and thus unattractive to white settlers, although
there was already a pilot station on the island.®! The Fathers taught the Aborigines
to draw the seine, an activity which was said to have delighted them greatly. They
also persuaded some to help plant gardens in a drained bog. Atthe end of two years
they had not learnt enough of the language to give religious instruction, although
they had tried to improve the ‘moral condition’ of the Aborigines.®? While the
government provided the mission with land and sixty pairs of blankets, they gave
no monetary support. Polding assisted them® and believed that the Fathers should
therefore look to him for guidance, but they insisted on taking their guidance from
the Sacred Congregation of the Propaganda in Rome # The seeds of dissension were
thus planted with the mission. They struggled on for a while but with white
interference, unreliable food supplies and the vast distance from their home base,
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