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Maverick Missionaries

An Overlooked Chapter in the
History of Catholic Missions

Eugene Stockton

Many of the surrounding tribes were encamped in the woods. The
Five Island blacks, when darkness had shrouded nature in her
mantle, began to undress and immediately to paint themselves with
a kind of white earth, that resembles our pipe clay. The figures
displayed neither taste nor ingenuity. Longitudinal lines on the legs
and arms, and curved lines from the breast to the arms, and a
spheroidical figure on the breast, intersected without the least
display of art, constituted their principal pencil display. Some were
disfigured with a soft excrescense of iron ore which made themred;
and around the eye they struck a circle with the pipe clay. Before the
men were prepared for the Corrobbaraa dance, the females assembled
at the order of one of the songsters, who muttered the song, beating
time with two waddies, to sing. This was the invitation to commence
the dance. And, presently was heard the imitatory snorting and
stamping of the Kangaroos.

The dance was introduced by the louder singing of the man, and
females. The females continuing to beat time with their hands on a
bundle which they held before them. Their motions did not display
great agility and, as for the gracefulness of the scene, it was of too
shocking a nature too unseemly — too disgraceful to describe. Were
not my duty concerned, my curiosity could never prevail on my
sense of delicacy, to visita Corrobbaraa. Toasensible and susceptible
mind it is sufficient to say, they were naked. For the sustenance of the
indelicate I have no descriptive food.

Before the commencement of the dance, a Roman Catholic Priest
made his appearance. He sought out all the infants, and baptised
them! A little girl, not more, I should conceive, than twelve years of
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