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Principle: Collaborative Authentic Succinct 
Evidence-

based 

Description 

Use a 
multidisciplinary 
approach that 

includes 
multiple 

professions, 
experts, end 

users and 
health 

consumers 

Develop cases 
that are 

authentic to the 
end user to 

engage interest 
and enhance 

learning 

Develop cases 
that cover key 

points as 
concisely as 

possible 

Ground case 
development in 
best available 

evidence 

Actions 

Form a 
multidisciplinary 

development 
team and use a 
structured and 

consensus-
based 

approach to 
case 

development 

Use real cases 
where possible 
and include end 

users in case 
development 

Use a rigorous 
development 
and editorial 

process 

Review 
available 

guidelines and 
other sources 
of evidence 

prior to 
commencing 

case 
development 



1. Assemble the team 
Identify core team members, including an editor and project officer, to manage the process 
and conduct reviews.  
Form a multidisciplinary development team that includes: 

 representatives from multiple disciplines (ideally drawing from an actual clinical care 
team) 

 content matter experts (if not covered above) 

 health consumer(s) 

 clinicians in the target group. 
 

2. Establish the evidence base  
Conduct a literature review and gap analysis. 
 
3. Run a structured development process 
(a) Develop an information pack that includes evidence summary, gap analysis, case 

examples and templates. 
(b) Conduct a 3–4 hour orientation and priority setting workshop, at the conclusion of which 

you will have: 

 discussed literature and gap analysis to determine key behaviours most likely to 
impact on outcomes 

 identified 10–15 key take-home messages  

 canvassed likely case scenarios that will allow exploration of key take-home 
messages 

 familiarized the development team with the format to be used for the case scenarios 

 assigned case writing tasks to team members based on area of expertise and 
enthusiasm. 

(c) Case writers prepare cases and share with the editor, subsequently the draft set of cases 
is shared with the overall group via email for comment. 

(d) Pilot the cases with a cohort of participants. 
(e) Final meeting or teleconference confirms selected case scenarios and implements any 

necessary changes post pilot phase. 
 
4. Evaluate the end product 
Evaluate case study effectiveness and review learner feedback. 
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Bachelor course 
Length 

of 
course 

Percentage 
of total 

sample (%) 

Percentage of total 
sample by year 

level (%) 
Timing of first 

formal WPL 
experiencea Year 3 

students 
Year 4 

students 

B Clinical Practice (Paramedic) 3 years 11.8 11.4 N/A Year 2 
B Clinical Science 3 years 0.9 0.9 N/A No WPL 
B Dental Science 5 years 3.1 1.3 1.8 Year 2 
B Exercise and Sport Science 3 years 1.3 1.3 N/A Year 2 
B Health and Rehabilitation 
Science 

3 years 1.8 1.8 N/A Year 1 

B Health Science 
(Complementary Med) 

3 years 4.8 4.8 N/A No WPL 

B Health Science (Food and 
Nutrition) 

3 years 3.1 3.1 N/A No WPL 

B Health Science (Mental 
Health) 

3 years 1.8 1.8 N/A Year 1 

B Medical Radiation Science 4 years 7.5 5.7 1.8 Year 1 
B Medical Science 3 years 6.1 6.1 N/A Year 2 
B Nursing 3 years 20.2 20.2 N/A Year 1 
B Occupational Therapy 4 years 1.8 0.0 1.8 Year 1 
B Pharmacy 4 years 1.3 0.9 0.4 Year 1 
B Physiotherapy 4 years 9.7 6.1 3.5 Year 1 
B Podiatric Medicine 4 years 0.9 0.0 0.9 Year 1 
B Social Science (Psychology) 3 years 0.9 0.9 N/A No WPL 
B Social Work 4 years 10.5 6.1 4.4 Year 3 Session 1 
B Social Welfare 3 years 6.6 6.6 N/A No WPL 
B Speech and Language 
Pathology 

4 years 3.5 3.1 0.4 Year 1 

B Vet Biology / Vet Science 6 years 2.6 1.3 1.3 Year 1 
Total  100.0 80.3 19.7 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/1249.0
https://www.aqf.edu.au/aqf-levels
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Purpose/context Recent research exposure categories Average 
(m) No research 

report (%) 
1 or 2 

research 
reports (%)a 

3 to 5 
research 

reports (%) 

More than 5 
reports (%) 

To complete an 
assignment 

1 4.5 12.0 82.5 4.75 

To prepare for a test or 
exam 

27.6 29.2 14.1 29.1 3.16 

During practice-based 
learning (workplace or 
simulated) 

16.7 22.9 26.0 34.4 3.61 

aTwo categories are collapsed in this column 

 Respondents selecting each level of 
confidence (%) 

5 = ‘I feel very capable’ 

Average          
    (m) 

1 2 3 4 5 

Recognising the types of question 
research reports can answer 

4.8 11.5 39.2 29.7 14.8 3.38 

Finding research reports relevant 
to my questions 

2.9 7.2 20.6 41.2 28.2 3.85 

Judging the validity of research 
evidence  

5.3 15.8 35.4 31.6 12.0 3.29 

Judging the relevance/usefulness 
of research evidence 

2.9 8.1 30.1 39.2 19.6 3.65 

Applying research evidence to 
practice 

2.9 12.0 37.5 29.8 17.8 3.48 

Evaluating the impact of applying 
research evidence 

6.2 13.4 40.2 28.7 11.5 3.26 
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Variable n Mean ± SD Min, max 

Gender 
Male 
Female 

 
1 

17 

 
- 
- 

 
- 
- 

Age (years)  
18 

 
47.1 ±  9.9 

 
28, 59 

Education 
Bachelor’s Degree 
Master’s Degree 
Tertiary Education Course  
School Certificate 
Doctorate 

 
9 
3 
4 
1 
1 

 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Experience (years)  
18 

 
22.3 ± 11.9 

 
6, 39 

NSW Health Award Level* 
Technical Assistant Grade 1 
Clinical Psychologist Year 5+ 
Registered Nurse Year 8+ 
Health Professional Level 1 
Health Professional Level 3 
Health Professional Level 4 
Health Professional Level 5 

 
2 
2 
2 
1 
5 
2 
1 

 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
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