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A Career in Writing: Judah Waten and the Cultural Politics of a Literary
Career by David Carter

A Russian-born, Jewish, Australian communist writer and cultural
activist, Judah Waten participated in a complex of relationships with
Australia and writing. Using Waten'’s writing career as a connecting
thread, A Career in Writing examines questions of nationalism,
modernity, realism, communism, minority writing and autobiog-
raphy. It draws together recent work in narrative and genre theory
in an argument that literature and literary careers should be
understood as institutional, and it offers new perspectives on
Australian literary politics and the ways it was possible to be an
‘Australian writer’ from the 1930s to the 1970s.

David Carter teaches literature and Australian studies at the University of
Queensland.

ISBN 0 9587121 0 7
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Jamming the M,
Alison Bartlett

y: C porary Australian Women’s Writing by

Jamming the Machinery celebrates the emergence in Australia of a
range of contemporary women's writing which challenges conven-
tional expectations of fiction. Alison Bartlett reflects on the implica-
tions of French feminist theory and its call for a writing practice
which resists established patterns of representation and offers new
versions of women’s experience. Through her critical analyses of
writing by Ania Walwicz, Margaret Coombs, Fiona Place, Inez
Baranay, Susan Hawthorne, Sue Woolfe and Davida Allen, she
outlines some of the complexities of contemporary feminist art. She
blurs the divide between academic critic and writer by contributing
her own fictional speculations and allowing each of the writers to
speak through a series of interviews (Walwicz, Coombs, Place,
Baranay, Hawthorne, Woolfe) and a letter (Allen). The book gives a
sense of the energy behind contemporary women’s writing in
Australia. It is a critical book which breaks down the boundaries
between reader and writer, and engages them in a shared exploration
of what it means to be a contemporary Australian woman.

Alison Bartlett teaches literature and women’s studies at the University of
Southern Queensland.

ISBN 09587121 2 3



The English Men: Professing Literature in Australian Universities by Leigh
Dale

The English Men examines the introduction and consolidation of
English and Australian Literature as subjects of study in Australian
universities, and argues that they have been central to the
maintenance of colonial cultural ties between Britain and Australia.
Drawing on a wide range of documents, including personal letters
and inaugural lectures by Australian professors of English, Leigh
Dale examines the relationships between critical discourses and
broader cultural contexts from the late nineteenth century to the
mid 1970s.

Leigh Dale teaches Australian Literature and Australian Studies at the
University of Queensland.

ISBN 0 646 31161 1

Real Relations: The Feminist Politics of Form in Australian Fiction by
Susan Lever

Real Relations is a new perspective on feminist issues in writing by
women and men, from the late 19th century to the present. It
challenges a current assumption that realist writers speak for
patriarchal liberalism and that only experimental writing explores
feminist concerns. Readers of every theoretical persuasion will
appreciate the exciting qualities Susan Lever reveals in the work of
writers new and old: Ada Cambridge, Henry Handel Richardson,
Christina Stead, Patrick White, Sally Morgan, Finola Moorhead, Sam
Watson, Katharine Susannah Prichard, Joseph Furphy, Vance
Palmer, Marion Campbell, Helen Garner, David Foster, Drusilla
Modjeska, Mary Fallon.

Susan Lever teaches Australian Literature at the Australian Defence Force
Academy, University of New South Wales.

ISBN 1875684 41 7

All titles available from Halstead Press, 19a Boundary Rd,
Rushcutters Bay, NSW, 2011

For further information about ASAL publications and events see the
ASAL website: <http:/ /idun.itsc.adfa.edu.au/asal/index.htm! >,
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Alison Bartlett, Jamming the Machinery: Contemporary Australian Women's Writing. ASAL.

Alison Bartlett, Robert Dixon and Christopher Lee, eds Australian Literature and the
Public Sphere. Refereed Proceedings of the 1998 ASAL Conference. ASAL.

Delys Bird, ed. Katherine Susannah Prichard: Stories, Journalism and Essays. U of
Queensland P.

Delys Bird, Robert Dixon and Christopher Lee, eds Authority and Infi: : Australi
Literary Criticism 1950-2000. U of Queensland P.

David Carter, ed. fudah Waten: Fiction, Memoir, Criticism. U of Queensland P.
Leigh Dale, The English Men: Professing Literature in Australian Universities. ASAL.

Fran de Groen and Ken Stewart, eds Australian Writing and the City. Refereed
Proceedings of the 1999 ASAL Conference held at the New South Wales Writers’
Centre, Sydney, 2-6 July, 1999. ASAL.

Fiona Giles, Too Far Everywhere: The R tic Heroine in Nii h-Century Australia. U
of Queensland P.

Anthony J. Hassall, Dancing on Hot Macadam: Peter Carey’s Fiction. U of Queensland P,
rev. ed.

Veronica Kelly, ed. Our Australian Theatre in the 1990s. Rodopi Press.

Veronica Kelly, comp. Annotated Calendar of Plays Premiered in Australia 1870-1890,
Australian Drama Project, (2nd installment). Department of English, University
of Queensland.

Brian Kiernan, Studies in Australian Literary History. Shoestring Press/Sydney Studies.

Susan Lever, Real Relations: The Feminist Politics of Form in Australian Fiction.
ASAL/Halstead.

Philip Mead, ed. Kenneth Slessor:Critical Readings. U of Queensland P.

Amanda Nettelbeck and Heather Kerr, eds The Space Between: Australian Women
Witing Fictocriticism. U of Western Australia P.

Adam Shoemaker, ed. A Sea Change: Australian Writing and Photography. Organising
Committee for the Olympic Games.

Annette M. Stewart, Woman and Herself A Critical Study of the Works of Barbara
Hanrahan. U of Queensland P.

Ken Stewart, Investigations in Australian Literature. Shoestring Press/Sydney Studies.

Michael Wilding, Studies in Classic Australian Fiction. Sydney Studies.
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STUDIES IN SOCIETY AND CULTURE

Words and Worlds: Studies in the Social Role of Verbal Culture,
eds Stephen Knight and S.N. Mukher jee, 1983.

Feudalism: Comparative Studies, eds Edmund Leach, S.N.
Mukher jee and J.O. Ward. 1985.

Semiotics, Ideology, Language, eds Terry Threadgold, E.A.
Grosz, Gunther Kress and M.A K. Halliday, 1986.

T he Cultural Construction of Race, eds Marie de Lepervanche
and Gillian Bottomley, 1988.

Revolution as History, eds S.N. Mukherjee and J.O. Ward,
1989.

Words and Wordsmiths, a volume for H.L. Rogers, eds
Geraldine Barnes, John Gunn, Sonya Jensen and Lee
Jobling, 1989.

Disasters: Image and Context, ed. Peter Hinton, 1992.

Social Visions, Michael Wilding, 1993.

Theatre and Cultural Interaction, Maria Shevtsova, 1993.

The Epic Circle, Zdenko Zlator, 1993.

The Epic in History, eds Lola Sharon Davidson, S. N.
Mukher jee and Z. Zlatar, 1995.

Religious Change, Conversion and Culture, ed. Lynette Olson,
1996.

The Citizen Historian: Explorations in Historiography, S.N.
Mukherjee, 1996.

If the Rain Doesn't Come, Bob Fisher, 1996.

History, Literature and Society: Essays in Honour of S.N.
Mukherjee, eds Mabel Lee and Michael Wilding, 1997.
Studies in Classic Australian Fiction, Michael Wilding, 1997.
Studies in Australian Literary History, Brian Kiernan, 1998.
Contemporary Australian Literature Between Europe and
Australia, Igor Maver, 1999.

Ritual, Power and Gender: Ethnographical Explorations in
Vanuatu, Nepal and Ireland, Michael Allen, 2000.
Investigations in Australian Literature, Ken Stewart, 2000.

All titles available from the Sydney Association for Studies in Society
and Culture, PO Box 575, Leichhardt, NSW 2040, RRP $25
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